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The relationship between lexical competence and the quality

of L2 writing—An overview
LN e =t oL A TS PRPTRRG |

The role of vocabulary in writing can never be overemphasized, but the relation between lexical
competence and writing quality remains elusive; researchers’ findings diverge from one another and their
conclusions sometimes contradict. This study gives an overview of empirical studies in recent 20 years
concerning the relationship between lexical proficiency and L2 timed writing, elaborates on the causes for
the divergence in conclusion and finally points out the pedagogical implications for L2 writing. Comparison
of different studies reveals that the clashing conclusions obtained from various studies are attributed to their
differences in the defining of lexical competence, selection of controlling variables, participants L2 levels
and writing tasks. It is concluded that the quality of timed writing is determined by a cluster of internal
and external factors: the internal factors include Vocabulary competence, strategy, L2 proﬁciency, L2 reading
ability, L1 writing ability, encyclopedic knowledge, etc; the external factors consist of text type, familiarity of
topic, writing requirements and conditions, etc. Vocabulary as an indispensible internal element of writing,
functions together with many other factors to affect the final product either directly or indirectly. But
vocabulary itself can not account for the quality of writing, especially the writing produced by intermediate
or advanced learners. Finally it is suggested that in writing pedagogy teachers should attach more importance
to the expansion of students’ active vocabulary, training of writing strategy and selection of familiar topics for

writing tasks so as to promote students’ interest in writing,

Rhetorical patterns in English argumentative essays by Chinese ESL

learners and thelr pedagoglcal 1mp11cat10ns for teachmg Enghsh wrltmg
QI Fang... . e

Based on the theoretical frameworks of Kobayashi (1984a) and Kirkpatrick (1995), the present
study intends to study rhetorical patterns in English argumentative essays by Chinese senior English
major students. The results show that: 1) the rhetorical patterns used by the participants included the
inductive pattern, the deductive pattern, the quasi-inductive pattern and the non-topic sentence pattern;
2) the participants tended to use more quasi‘inductive and non-topic sentence patterns, which resulted in
the weakening of clarity and effectiveness of their essays; 3) effective rhetorical construction can facilitate
communication. At last, pedagogical implications for teaching English writing are pointed out.

Changes in student teachers’ teacher beliefs in educational probation:

A case study of full—tlme Master students of Engllsh educatlon
ZHAT Jianlan & XU Hao . e . e 21

This case study aimed to investigate the changes in the teacher beliefs of two student teachers in their

76
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educational probation. Both student teachers are full-time Master students of English education in a normal
university in China. Based on the framework from previous studies, data analysis of the interviews with the
two participants and of their journals revealed six aspects of teacher beliefs: the beliefs about being a teacher,
about teachers’ qualities, about the English language, about learning English, about teaching English, and
about the relationship between teachers and students. In addition, five sorts of changes were identified: belief
reformation, generation of new beliefs, belief enhancement, belief weakening, and null belief change. It is
the result of the ‘game” involving their original beliefs in the six aspects and the external influences that leads
to the changes of the student teachers teacher beliefs in educational probation, and the determinant of the
result is his/her reflections on his/her teacher beliefs.

The teaching of comparative culture based on the content of

Advanced Enghsh texts

HUANG Tao.. TG "

Based on the content of Advanced English texts, the teaching of Advanced English can incorporate the
exploration and interpretation of the rich cultural elements and their manifestations pregnant in the text
content, in addition to the teaching of language features. This teaching approach addresses the problems in
direct culture input, and students are encouraged to conduct comparative and contrastive studies between
such cultural elements and the equivalents in their home culture so as to discover the common features as
well as gaps between different cultures. In doing so, cultural input gets a solid basis in content, and students
will be guided to digest culture based on concrete content, and will learn to relate text content to real life.
Therefore their cultural awareness will be enhanced and they could develop a stronger local sense when

dealing with cultural issues.

A corpus-based study of high school English classroom

questioning discourse
ZHENG Shaowen & HE GUANGKENG ..ottt ittt e e et ee e et e eet et e eeneee e srn e e e eenenneen D2

The present study, based on the classification of question types put forward by Almeida er al. (2008,
cited in Almeida 2010b), investigated the current situation of English classroom questioning in high school
classroom discourse, analyzed the general features of teacher questioning as well as student questioning, and
discussed the communication function and cognitive level of teachers’ and students’ questions. The results
show that: (1) teacher talk takes up more than two thirds in the whole process of classroom interaction,
while student talk accounts for less than one third. (2) Teachers tend to ask a lot of Wh-questions, Do you ...
questions, etc. whereas students seldom ask any questions. (3) Most of the questions posed by teachers and
students are content-related, focusing on the topic of the class. Teachers also employ some not-content-
related questions to activate classroom atmosphere and stimulate students’ participation, while students rarely
use this kind of questions. (4) From the cognitive perspective, acquisition questions are frequently asked by
teachers, followed by specialization questions and integration questions; students” questions only focus on the
acquisition category and neglect the other two categories. Based on the analysis and discussion of the research
outcomes, some suggestions for classroom questioning and classroom discourse are provided.
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